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Summary: “Woman Hollering Creek”
Author’s Background
Sandra Cisneros’ oeuvre comprises several poems, a novella, and a short fiction book (Penelope 427). He feminist writer’s popularity has grown over the years making her widely known and read. Cisneros is popularly known for blurring lines between genres often referring to her fiction as vignettes and not structured narratives. Some of her works include “The House on Mango Street,” a novel for young adults and an adult fiction writing. Her recent works such as women hollering creek incorporate prose poems resembling those in Mango Street (The House on Mango Street). Most of Cisneros' fictional works are narrated in the first-person perspective told by a central protagonist. In most cases, this author speaks for herself or on behalf of people that she knows well.
Story Setting
The story is based on a collection of twenty-two short tales and vignettes whose lifespan stretches from the start of the 20th century to the late 1980s (Penelope 427). the story's location is primarily Mexico and the southwestern parts of the United States, especially Texas. Some events captured in the story actually took place before the narration of the stories, although the impacts of these occurrences are long-lasting. Their significance is evident in the Mexican-American culture in the course of the 20th century.
Narrator
Most of this story is narrated in the third-person omniscient voice (Penelope 428). Two different voices describe Cleofilas' life. The one explaining her life in Mexico, her friends, her father, and brothers comprises longer and more lyrical statements than that which describes her life and thoughts after marriage.
Main Characters
Dolores, Cleofilas' neighbor on the right, is a widow (Barbara Brinson 52). Her name typically means sorrow. Her house has many candles and incense while she mourns the death of her husband and two sons. She is always worried of the health of Cleofilas' baby when they are out at night. Felice represents the world of freedom, a spirited, independent lady. She owns her own pickup truck and shows her willingness to help other ladies out of the bondage of distress. She is a strong defendant of women confined in restricted traditional lives. Graciela, just like Felice, refuses the restrictions of traditional cultures and initiates the move to drive Cleofilas out of her marriage. They end up driving her to the San Antonio bus depot and influencing her future life. 
Cleofilas is the main character in the story. She is a young Mexican lady characterized by many dreams for a life of love due to the influence of her soap operas, song lyrics, and books (Barbara Brinson 53). She waits passionately until her father gives her in marriage to Juan, an American from Seguin, Texas. Later, her husband starts to abuse her, and she finally decides to return to her father's house. Juan Pedro Martinez Sanchez, Cleofilas' alcoholic and abusive husband, is determined to marry her young bride from Mexico and take her to Seguin. He is characterized by violence, ease of crying, and faithfulness, and shame. Again, he is short, husky, and overweight due to the effects of alcohol abuse. Don Serafin is Cleofilas' father known for assuring her daughter that he would never abandon her. Soledad was Cleofilas' neighbor from the left, and her name means "alone." Story rumors indicate that her husband either died, fled with another woman, or went out one day, never to return.
Historical and Cultural Backgrounds of Importance
The patriarchal nature of the Mexican and American borderlands people in the 19th and 20th centuries is critical in understanding this story (Penelope 435). The reason is that Cisneros' narration refers to these societal structures in her story showing the impacts they had on the lives of various characters. Again, the historical background of people coming from different parts of the world to the United States searching for better lives is essential, especially the Italians and the Jews. Their expectations and the realities of the arrival of such individuals can be seen in the story.
Sense of the Basic Plot of the Story
The story by Cisneros moves forward chronologically without jumps in time or place. The narration from Cleofilas' adulthood and the life she led with her father and brothers, who expected her to perform all household chores. She later gets married to Juan, an event done following the traditional customs of the Mexican people shared with the American people at the time. Her marriage progresses from step to step, from having her first-born son to the second, then to divorce and later her interaction with Felice and Graciela, who completely change her view of life.
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